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THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE LIONS.
Let us take your school on an unforgettable
journey to South Africa with the greatest
touring team in rugby.
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WELCOME

TOUR WITH US. THE LIONS.

TOUR PACKAGES

THE RAINBOW NATION

A warm welcome from
our Chairman, Lion #664
Jason Leonard OBE.

A true Tour experience with
the Lions including exclusive
access.

Explore a selection of our
packages to get a flavour of
what your Tour will look like.

Award-winning travel
journalist Chris Leadbetter
gives us his in-depth view of
travel in South Africa.

It’s an honour to welcome you to this
exclusive preview for the upcoming
Lions Tour to South Africa in 2021. You
are just one step away from touring
with us, the Lions.

WE KNOW
A THING OR
TWO ABOUT
TOURING.
BOOKING WITH US MEANS YOU ARE
TOURING AS PART OF THE LIONS FAMILY
FOR A ONCE IN A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE.

NOBODY ELSE WILL
GET YOU CLOSER TO
THE HEART OF LIONS
HISTORY, CULTURE
AND LEGENDS.

I

’m delighted to welcome you to this
exclusive preview for the Lions Tour to
South Africa in 2021.

I hope the prospect of the Tour has kept
your spirits up over the last few months and, on
behalf of everyone in the Lions family, that you,
your friends and families are all well.
The world is a very different place to how it
was a few short months ago but as sport starts
to return, the green shoots of recovery are
beginning to emerge and that is something we
can all be thankful for.
We’ve been busy over these uncertain
weeks to make sure next year’s Tour is the
most rewarding ever and it’s great you want
to experience a playing Tour in this wonderful
country.
I was fortunate enough to go on three
British & Irish Lions Tours, including visiting
South Africa as part of the 1997 squad, and I
can assure you those memories, friendships and
experience were life-changing – and now you
have the chance to do the same with your school
and your friends.
It’s brought back so many memories for me.
The people, the places and the experiences my
Lions Tours gave me are so special. Those bonds
it creates between players are very precious
to all of us and there is no doubt it will be the
same for you. Personally, returning to South
Africa will be special. It’s a true hotbed of rugby
where the people are almost without exception
passionate about the game.

The likes of Kruger National Park, Port
Elizabeth and Cape Town are amazing places to
visit and I hope you get a chance to soak up this
wonderful country off the field too – that’s the
whole essence of a rugby Tour.
Lions Rugby Travel will play a huge role in
making all of this happen. They are a key part
of the Lions family and have been preparing for
this Tour for many months, all with the goal of
bringing you the best sporting experience of
your lives.
Touring with us means access to the right
type of fixtures for your school, dedicated
knowledgeable staff supporting you throughout,
guaranteed flights, hotels, smooth transfers and
much more. Our aim is to get you immersed in
Lions history, culture, legends and the country
itself on your playing Tour.
Booking with us means you are touring as
part of the Lions family for a once in a lifetime
experience and a playing Tour you will never
forget.

JASON LEONARD OBE, LION #644

CHAIRMAN, THE BRITISH & IRISH LIONS
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TOUR WITH US.
THE LIONS.
Whether you’re a seasoned tourist or looking ahead to your first
Lions experience, we know how to make sure that you have the
sports Tour of a lifetime.
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Lions Playing Tours

Official Match Tickets

RFU Support

A Dedicated Team

Official Merchandise

Your Welfare

We provide a genuine and authentic way
of touring alongside the Lions.
With specially created fixtures at the
right level in South Africa and exclusive
access to Lions Test tickets, this is a
genuine Lions Tour.

You’ve played your games, you’ve had
the experience of a lifetime and now it’s
time for the finale: When you book with
us our tickets are 100% guaranteed and
official for each of the three Test matches.

We are supported by the RFU to provide
the very best Touring experience for
our schools. Having the backing of the
union is vital to ensure quality, health and
safety standards and the right fixtures
are obtained so you can maximise the
experience in South Africa.

Our on-the-ground staff boast a wealth
of experience and knowledge, always on
hand to support you and ensure that your
Lions experience is perfectly arranged.

Truly feel a part of the Lions family
with official Lions SA2021 Schools
merchandise, including Lions rucksack
and snapback cap. Your very own piece of
the Sea of Red.

We understand that a sports tour is a
huge commitment and investment and
we are here to ensure every element of
your experience is fun, safe and secure.
We will undertake safety audits on your
behalf which means all you have to is have
the sports tour of a lifetime.

tour with us. the lions.

south africa 2021

|

4

THE
LIONS
DEN

THE LIONS DEN IS THE BEST RUGBY
EXPERIENCE I’VE EVER HAD. AMAZING
ENTERTAINMENT, FANTASTIC FOOD, GREAT
ATMOSPHERE. IT’S THE BEST.
2017 LIONS SUPPORTER

This is the biggest and best rugby party
in town, the one everyone wants to be at.
Your entry to our Lions Den on matchday is
included in your official Tour package.
Quite simply, the Lions Den rocks. Incredible special guests,
wonderful entertainment, inclusive food and drink – the
build up to a Lions Test Match does not get any better. In
2017 our Dens were the talk of New Zealand and our aim
is to make them even better in South Africa. This is the
ultimate rugby party and you are invited! Just make sure you
don’t miss it.
In 2017 we saw the wonderfully ebullient Scott Quinnell
free-wheeling through the crowds with a microphone, Sean
Fitzpatrick gasping in disbelief at the Sea of Red in front of
him, to ‘500 Miles’ featuring Laura Wright, John Spencer the
Lions Tour Manager and MC Andy Nicol. Along with great
food and drink, there was no better pre-match Lions party
than the Lions Den, and 2021 will be no different.
It’s all about the fans, it’s all about the atmosphere.
The Lions Dens are about great entertainment, 100MPH
activity and involvement and quite simply the best pre match
atmosphere anywhere in sport.

10,259 30

Fans attended Lions Legends and
celebrities

52,050

Items of food

LIONS DEN INCLUSIONS

THE LIONS DEN EXPERIENCE WAS AMAZING
AND A PRIVILEGE TO BE A PART OF.
LIONS DEN GUEST

Lions Legends and Celebrities
Food and drink
Entertainment

south africa 2021
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UNRIVALLED
EXPERIENCE

THE SERVICE WE HAD AT
EVERY STAGE WAS FIRST
CLASS, YOU COULDN’T
FAULT IT. NOBODY DOES
A BETTER RUGBY TOUR
EXPERIENCE.
2017 LIONS SUPPORTER

As the Lions exist to Tour, we exist to make it a reality
for you, you’re school, team-mates and parents.
Our staff are not only passionate about rugby but
knowledgeable about travel, customer service and
providing a fantastic experience throughout your Lions
Tour with us, on and off the field.
We have unrivalled experience in creating great sports
tours, sourcing the right opponents, ensure health and
safety and a unique attachment to the country you are
touring. To experience a playing tour in South Africa
next year alongside the Lions is a unique opportunity.
The Lions are the best of the best – and that’s exactly
the service you will get from us.
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AUTHENTIC
EXPERIENCE
We will create and deliver an authentic Lions
Tour experience. From the moment you start
your booking with us until the moment you
land back in the UK, our expert team will
provide a genuine and memorable Lions
journey alongside Warren Gatland’s Lions
tourists.

Guaranteed Official
Matchday Tickets

Official Lions SA2021
Schools Merchandise

Our tickets are 100% guaranteed and official and they will be
confirmed in writing when you book.

A host of Lions goodies will make their way to you as part of
your package.

There will be nothing better: Imagine playing a great fixture,
representing your school or club one day and then following
the Lions at a Test match in South Africa. The atmosphere
and experience will be second to none.

The Sea of Red is one of the most iconic images in sport and,
with your included Lions rucksack and snapback cap you
will become part of it – whether it’s at one of our events or
cheering the Lions on in the stands.

When you book a playing tour with us, your match tickets to
watch the Lions are 100% genuine and assured and we will
aim to keep your group seated together in the incredible
Sea of Red.

THE CONTACT WE HAD WITH SUPPORTERS,
STAFF AND EX-PLAYERS MADE A REAL
DIFFERENCE.
GAVIN WELCH
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TOUR WITH
CONFIDENCE
We understand that, however passionate you
are to Tour with us, the last few months have
created some challenges.
To help you realise your dream to Tour with the Lions in
South Africa, we’ve created a range of new payment options
and promises to give you the peace of mind that we are with
you every step of the way.
By booking with us your benefits include:

LOW 5%DEPOSIT
We wanted to do everything we could to
help make your Lions dream a reality with a
new, low deposit.

PAYMENT PLAN
Choose the way you want to pay for your
Lions Tour in two easy options.

NOTHING TO PAY UNTIL 2021

OUR DREAMS HAVE BEEN
REALISED, OUR MEMORIES
WILL BE CHERISHED FOREVER.
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tour with us. the lions.

Our new flexible payment terms means
that once you’ve paid your deposit, you can
choose to pay nothing more until January
2021.

COVID-19 GUARANTEE
We guarantee that if the Tour gets cancelled
or postponed before your departure date
because of Covid-19, you can choose to have
a full refund or move your Tour to the new
dates.
south africa 2021
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TOUR

PACKAGES

SOUTH AFRICA. THE LIONS.
THE ULTIMATE TOURING EXPERIENCE.

To make it even easier for you to choose the
right Tour for your school, we’ve created
three sample itineraries to show you want
you can experience in South Africa.
Over 9, 14 or 17 nights, you are guaranteed a very special
touring experience – not only playing and making your
own life-long memories but following the Lions on the
greatest Tour of them all.
With specially selected accommodation, dedicated
staff with you throughout and excursions and cultural
opportunities there really has never been an opportunity
like it.

S P E A K T O O U R D E D I C AT E D
SPORTS TOURS TEAM
+44 (0)344 788 4070
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm
Please note, members of the team are working
remotely so please bear with us as we deal with
your enquiry. Thank you.
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DATE

MATCH

LOCATION

STADIUM

Saturday 3rd July 2021

DHL Stormers

Cape Town

Cape Town Stadium

Wednesday 7th July 2021

South Africa ‘Invitational’

Port Elizabeth

Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium

Saturday 10th July 2021

Cell C Sharks

Durban

Jonsson Kings Park

Wednesday 14th July 2021

South Africa ‘A’

Mbombela, formerly Nelspruit

Mbombela Stadium

Saturday 17th July 2021

Vodacom Bulls

Pretoria

Loftus Versfeld

Saturday 24th July 2021

South Africa

Johannesburg

FNB Stadium

Saturday 31st July 2021

South Africa

Cape Town

Cape Town Stadium

Saturday 7th August 2021

South Africa

Johannesburg

Emirates Airline Park

tour with us. the lions.

MBOMBELA STADIUM
MBOMBELA

FNB STADIUM /
EMIRATES AIRLINE PARK
JOHANNESBURG

JONSSON KINGS PARK
DURBAN

CAPE TOWN STADIUM
CAPE TOWN

NELSON MANDELA BAY STADIUM
PORT ELIZABETH
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9 NIGHT
TOUR

INCLUDED IN YOUR 9 NIGHT TOUR

Guaranteed official match tickets
Return economy class international flights
Ground transportation
Hotel accommodation including breakfast
(on a multi-share basis)
Excursions and cultural activities suitable
for all ages including two game drives as
standard
Assistance with the arrangement of
any additional equipment or materials
required to ensure specific learning
objectives are met on your tour
Official Lions SA2021 Schools
Merchandise incuding rucksack and
snapback cap
Fixtures tailored to your team’s playing
standard and sport type
Assistance with tour permission
The knowledge your Lions experience is
taken care of by a dedicated Co-ordinator
from the moment you book
Access to our exclusive Lions Den fan
village on match day for staff and coaches
The chance to hear from and meet Lions
Legends and celebrities
Our experienced staff supporting you at
key stages of your tour
Safety audits for all required services
provided prior to departure
COVID-19 money back guarantee
Flexible payment plan
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9 NIGHT
TOUR
YOUR ITINERARY

ONLINE REF: TOUR [XX]
DAY 1 – UK / CAPE TOWN

DAY 7 - HERMANUS - MATCHDAY 2

On arrival at the airport you will be met by a Lions Rugby Travel
representative who will oversee check in for your flight to Cape
Town.

Excursion – Whale Watching Cruise. Play your second fixture of
the tour and post-match function. Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 8 – HERMANUS / AQUILA

DAY 2 – CAPE TOWN

Arrive in Cape Town and transfer to your hotel for a two night
stay on a bed and breakfast basis. Excursion - Table Mountain
Cable Car. Dinner at the V&A Waterfront. Transfer back to
your hotel.

9

DAY 3 – CAPE TOWN

A nine-night playing Tour experience to South Africa that will
also guarantee tickets to the second Test match in Cape Town.

Transfer to Hout Bay. Excursion - Cape Point Tour. Lunch at
Bertha’s Restaurant. Excursion – Seal Island Cruise. Transfer
back to your hotel.

A nine-night playing Tour experience to South Africa that will also
guarantee tickets to the second Test match in Cape Town.

DAY 4 – CAPE TOWN / STELLENBOSCH

This is a great opportunity for your school to play three matches in South
Africa during the Lions Tour with tailored opposition to suit your playing
standard as well as exploring a beautiful country.
And with zip-lining, whale watching and an excursion to Robben Island
all included, your photo album will be packed with memories to last a
lifetime on and off the field.
Check out our itinerary on the opposite page for more information.

9-NIGHT TOUR FROM

Transfer to Aquila, check into the Aquila Game Reserve for a
one night stay on a full board basis. Excursion – Evening game
drive.Dinner at your hotel.
DAY 9 – AQUILA / CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 3

Excursion – Morning game drive, breakfast at your hotel.
Transfer to Cape Town for a two night stay on a bed and
breakfast basis. Play your third fixture of the tour and postmatch function. Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 10 – CAPE TOWN

Transfer to Stellenbosch and check into your hotel for a two
night stay on a bed and breakfast basis. Excursion – Cape
Canopy Zip Lining. Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 5 - STELLENBOSCH - MATCHDAY 1

Play your first fixture of the tour and post-match function.
Transfer back to your hotel.

Excursion – Robben Island . Enjoy an end of tour dinner at the
V&A Waterfront. Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 11 – CAPE TOWN / UK

Transfer to Cape Town International Airport. On arrival you
will be met by a Lions Rugby Travel representative who will
oversee check in for your return flight to the UK.
DAY 12 - UK

DAY 6 – STELLENBOSCH / CAPE TOWN / HERMANUS

Transfer to Cape Town second test match – south africa
vs british & irish lions. Post-match transfer to Hermanus
for a two night stay on a bed and breakfast basis.

Arrive in the UK.

£2,799 PP

BOOK NOW OR SPEAK TO OUR SCHOOL TOURS TEAM
www.lionsrugby.com/tours
+44 (0)344 788 4070
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14 NIGHT
TOUR

INCLUDED IN YOUR 14 NIGHT TOUR

Guaranteed official match tickets
Return economy class international flights
Ground transportation
Hotel accommodation including breakfast
(on a multi-share basis)
Excursions and cultural activities suitable
for all ages including two game drives as
standard
Assistance with the arrangement of
any additional equipment or materials
required to ensure specific learning
objectives are met on your tour
Official Lions SA2021 Schools
Merchandise incuding rucksack and
snapback cap
Fixtures tailored to your team’s playing
standard and sport type
Assistance with tour permission
The knowledge your Lions experience is
taken care of by a dedicated Co-ordinator
from the moment you book
Access to our exclusive Lions Den fan
villages on match days for staff and
coaches
The chance to hear from and meet Lions
Legends and celebrities
Our experienced staff supporting you at
key stages of your tour
Safety audits for all required services
provided prior to departure
COVID-19 money back guarantee
Flexible payment plan
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14 NIGHT
TOUR
ONLINE REF: TOUR [XX]

YOUR ITINERARY
DAY 1 – UK / JOHANNESBURG

DAY 9 – CAPE TOWN / STELLENBOSCH

On arrival at the airport you will be met by a Lions Rugby
Travel representative who will oversee check in for your flight to
Johannesburg.

Transfer to Stellenbosch. Training Session at local facility. Check
into your hotel for a two night stay on a bed and breakfast basis.

DAY 2 – JOHANNESBURG / PRETORIA

Transfer to Cape Town. Excursion – Table Mountain Cable
Car. Play your third fixture of the tour and post-match function.
Transfer back to your hotel.

Arrive into Johannesburg.Transfer to Pretoria. Excursion –
Apartheid Museum. Check into your hotel for a three night stay
on a full board basis.Lunch at your hotel. Training Session and
use of onsite field & gym facilities. Dinner at your hotel.
DAY 3 - PRETORIA - MATCHDAY 1

Training Session – Make use of the onsite field & gym facilities
Lunch at your hotel. Play your first fixture of the tour and
post-match function. Transfer back to your hotel. Dinner at your
hotel.
DAY 4 – PRETORIA / JOHANNESBURG / PRETORIA

Training Session and use of the onsite field & gym facilities.
Lunch at your hotel. Transfer to Johannesburg. first test
match – south africa vs british & irish lions. Postmatch transfer to Pretoria. Dinner at your hotel.
DAY 5 – PRETORIA / KRUGER

DAY 10 – STELLENBOSCH / CAPE TOWN / STELLENBOSCH - MATCHDAY 3

DAY 11 – STELLENBOSCH / CAPE TOWN / HERMANUS

Transfer to Cape Town. second test match – south
africa vs british & irish lions. Post-match transfer to
Hermanus. On arrival check into your hotel for a two night stay
on a bed and breakfast basis.
DAY 12 - HERMANUS

Excursion – Whale Watching Cruise. Transfer back to your
hotel.
DAY 13 – HERMANUS / CAPE TOWN

Transfer to Cape Town. On arrival check into your hotel for
a three night stay on a bed and breakfast basis. Excursion –
Surfing Lessons. Transfer back to your hotel.

Transfer to Kruger and check into your hotel on a two night stay
on a full board basis. Lunch at your hotel.Excursion – Evening
Game Drive. Dinner at your hotel.

DAY 14 – CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 4

Where do you start with this incredible package?

DAY 6 - KRUGER

DAY 15 – CAPE TOWN

Over 14 nights you will be whisked through glorious South Africa, play
three matches and see the Lions play in the first and second Test matches
in Johannesburg and Cape Town.

Excursion – Morning Game Drive. Breakfast and lunch at your
hotel. Excursion – Evening Game Drive. Dinner at your hotel.

Excursion – Cape Canopy Zip Lining. Enjoy an end of Tour
dinner at the V&A Waterfront. Transfer back to your hotel.

DAY 7 – KRUGER / JOHANNESBURG / CAPE TOWN

DAY 16 – CAPE TOWN / UK

Transfer to O R Tambo International Airport, flight from
Johannesburg to Cape Town.Transfer to your hotel and check in
on a two night stay on a bed and breakfast basis.

Transfer to Cape Town International Airport. On arrival you
will be met by a Lions Rugby Travel representative who will
oversee check in for your return flight to the UK.

14

Not only that, this package is crammed with once-in-a-lifetime
experiences. From an evening game drive in Kruger, a cultural visit to the
Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg, a whale watching cruise, zip-lining
and an excursion to Robben Island, this is a memorable opportunity to
soak up South Africa on a playing tour with your school. Fantastic.
14-NIGHT TOUR FROM

DAY 8 – CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 2

Play your second fixture of the tour and post-match function.
Transfer back to your hotel.

Excursion – Robben Island. Play your fouth fixture of the tour
and post-match function. Transfer back to your hotel.

DAY 17 - UK

Arrive in the UK.

£3,299 PP

BOOK NOW OR SPEAK TO OUR SCHOOL TOURS TEAM
www.lionsrugby.com/tours
+44 (0)344 788 4070

23 |

tour with us. the lions.

south africa 2021

|

24

17 NIGHT
TOUR

INCLUDED IN YOUR 17 NIGHT TOUR

Guaranteed official match tickets
Return economy class international flights
Ground transportation
Hotel accommodation including breakfast
(on a multi-share basis)
Excursions and cultural activities suitable
for all ages including two game drives as
standard
Assistance with the arrangement of
any additional equipment or materials
required to ensure specific learning
objectives are met on your tour
Official Lions SA2021 Schools
Merchandise incuding rucksack and
snapback cap
Fixtures tailored to your team’s playing
standard and sport type
Assistance with tour permission
The knowledge your Lions experience is
taken care of by a dedicated Co-ordinator
from the moment you book
Access to our exclusive Lions Den fan
villages on match days for staff and
coaches
The chance to hear from and meet Lions
Legends and celebrities
Our experienced staff supporting you at
key stages of your tour
Safety audits for all required services
provided prior to departure
COVID-19 money back guarantee
Flexible payment plan
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17 NIGHT
TOUR
ONLINE REF: TOUR [XX]

YOUR ITINERARY
DAY 1 – UK / JOHANNESBURG

DAY 11 – CAPE TOWN

On arrival at the airport you will be met by a Lions Rugby
Travel representative who will oversee check in for your flight to
Johannesburg.

Transfer to Hout Bay. Excursions - Cape Point Tour, Seal Island
Cruise and lunch at Bertha’s Restaurant. Transfer back to your
hotel.

DAY 2 – JOHANNESBURG / PRETORIA / JOHANNESBURG

DAY 12 – CAPE TOWN

Arrive into Johannesburg, Transfer to Pretoria. Check into your
hotel for a two night stay on a bed and breakfast basis.

Attend two Training Sessions at a local facility. Transfer back to
your hotel.

DAY 3 – PRETORIA / JOHANNESBURG

DAY 13 – CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 3

Training Session at a local facility. Transfer to Johannesburg.
first test match: south africa vs british & irish
lions. Transfer back to your hotel.

Play your third fixture of the tour and post-match function.
Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 14 – CAPE TOWN

DAY 4 – PRETORIA / JOHANNESBURG / CAPE TOWN

Check out and transfer to O R Tambo International Airport.
Arrive into Cape Town, transfer to your hotel and check in on a
six night stay on a bed and breakfast basis. Training Session at a
local facility. Evening at leisure.

17

DAY 15 – CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 4

Play your fourth fixture of the tour and post-match function.
Transfer back to your hotel.

DAY 5 – CAPE TOWN

DAY 16 – CAPE TOWN / JOHANNESBURG / PRETORIA

Attend two training sessions at a local facility. Transfer back to
your hotel.

Check out and transfer to Cape Town International Airport.
Flight from Cape Town to Johannesburg.Transfer to your hotel
and check in on a two night stay on a bed and breakfast basis.

DAY 6 – CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 1

Four matches and tickets to all three Lions Tests – this is the
full monty you will never forget.
Imagine pulling on the colours of your school or club for your first game
overseas? Imagine being there as a team when the Lions run out for the
biggest series in history?
All this and more is awaiting for you on this 17-night package. And with
Table Mountain, a cruise, a safari excursion and much more packed into
your journey across South Africa, this is a playing opportunity not to be
missed.
Check out our full itinerary on the opposite page.
17-NIGHT TOUR FROM

Excursion - Camps Bay Beach. Transfer back to your hotel.

£3,699 PP

Play your first fixture of the tour and enjoy the post-match
function. Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 7 – CAPE TOWN

Training Session at a local facility. Excursions - V&A Waterfront
and Table Mountain Cable Car. Transfer back to your hotel.
DAY 8 – CAPE TOWN

Training Session at a local facility. Excursion - Robben Island.
Transfer back to your hotel.

DAY 17 – PRETORIA / JOHANNESBURG / PRETORIA

Transfer to Johannesburg. third test match – south
africa vs british & irish lions. After the match you will
transfer to Pretoria. Dinner at your hotel.
DAY 18 – PRETORIA / KRUGER

Transfer to Kruger and check in to your hotel on a one night stay
on a full board basis. Lunch at your hotel. Excursion – Evening
Game Drive. Dinner at your hotel.
DAY 19 – KRUGER / JOHANNESBURG / UK

DAY 9 – CAPE TOWN - MATCHDAY 2

Play your second fixture of the tour and post-match function.
Transfer back to your hotel.

Excursion – Morning Game Drive. Check out and transfer
to O R Tambo International Airport. A Lions Rugby Travel
Representative will oversee your check in for your return flight
to the UK.

DAY 10 – CAPE TOWN

Transfer to Cape Town. second test match – south
africa vs british & irish lions. Post-match transfer to your
hotel for a six night stay on a bed and breakfast basis.

DAY 20 - UK

Arrive into the UK

BOOK NOW OR SPEAK TO OUR SCHOOL TOURS TEAM
www.lionsrugby.com/tours
+44 (0)344 788 4070
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THE TRIP OF
A LIFETIME
What our supporters had to
say about their experience in
New Zealand 2017.

94
92
95
88
90

%

of clients said their trip
either met or exceeded
their expectations with
24% saying it was the trip
of a lifetime

%

of clients were satisfied
with the service they
received

%

of clients said the
events programme
met or exceeded their
expectations

%

of clients said they
would recommend us to
a friend

%

of clients said packages
represented good value
for money

BEST MONEY
THEY HAVE
EVER SPENT.
In captaining the Lions on five occasions, Sam
Warburton fulfilled his childhood dream.
After receiving the initial call to join the squad,
he fully stepped up to the responsibility of
leading the team, on Tour and back home,
quickly establishing himself as a Lions Legend.
However, Lions Legend or not, first and
foremost he remains a huge Lions fan. Here’s
what he had to say when we asked him about his
experience of touring with the Lions,
“You have to go as a fan on a Lions Tour, I
was lucky enough on both Tours that I had about
five friends that travelled out and, for them,
it was the best money they have ever spent on
going to watch a rugby game. They were in the
fan zones with all the thousands and thousands
of other Lions fans, all going mental for the Test
Series, I’ve never been involved in anything like
it. It makes the whole experience amazing, being
a part of an enormous family of 30,000 people
they said was just an incredible feeling.”
Imagine the feeling that must have been
for Sam’s friends, joining 30,000 others in
supporting him and the team out on the other
side of the world. The atmosphere that that
kind of support brings to a Tour is truly electric
and it means everything to the players,
“The only thing I can think of that might
come close to a Lions Tour would be the Ryder
Cup, with the atmosphere that that generates.
But the Ryder Cup is over a weekend and the
British & Irish Lions is for six to eight weeks,
so you get that experience for much longer. You
get the warm-up games, the Test Series and you
travel around the country that you’re playing
to visit so many places. Given the duration of
the Lions, that’s what makes it more special for
me. Then, if I could compare the Test Series to
31 |
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anything, it would be like having a Superbowl
every Saturday for three weeks. The games
are massive: I’ve never played in games with
so much hype, publicity and attention around
them. It’s amazing.”

I CAN’T THINK OF ANOTHER
EXAMPLE WHERE YOU’LL GET
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
TRAVELLING 40 HOURS TO THE
OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD,
TAKING OVER A STADIUM, TO
WATCH YOU PLAY.
The Tour represents something unique to
Sam, but despite having the lifelong ambition of
being a part of a Lions Tour, it was not until he
pulled on the cherished number seven jersey that
the true nature of being a Lion really sank in,
“You want to win, it’s all about being the
absolute best and that’s the main reason you
want to play for the Lions, but when you’re in
it you realise, you are part of probably the most
special team in sporting history. I can’t think
of another example where you’ll get tens of
thousands of people travelling 40 hours to the
other side of the world, taking over a stadium, to
watch you play in the pouring rain. I can’t think
of any other examples in sport where that would
happen and to be a part of that is unbelievable.”
Much is made (quite rightly) of the
remarkable fusion of Home Union players into
a single playing unit: from rivals to teammates

I HAD FIVE FRIENDS THAT
TRAVELLED OUT AND, FOR THEM,
IT WAS THE BEST MONEY THEY
HAVE EVER SPENT.

and lifelong friends. However, a similar thing
happens to the travelling fans and that is not
lost on Sam,
“It’s so weird that four months before, you’re
walking into Twickenham, Aviva Stadium or BT
Murrayfield, which are flooded with opposition
fans and none of them are cheering for you, and
then on a Lions Tour, you go into your hotel or
an open training session on the other side of
the world and there could be hundreds of them
cheering you on. Suddenly there are English,
Irish and Scottish accents all cheering for you,
personally as well, which is surreal when you’ve
been against those guys for all your career.
“To have all those nations put their own
nationality to one side and jump on the
Lions band-wagon is unbelievable. In 2017 I
remember watching social media videos that
were leaked through to the players of the Fan
Zone/Lions Den in Auckland and it was a
complete Sea of Red. I remember watching
that - I couldn’t believe what I was seeing, the
number of fans that were over and the amount
of noise they were making, it was honestly
unbelievable and overwhelming.”
Sam’s words underline the instrumental role
that the Sea of Red adopts as the 16th man on
a Lions Tour. From back home to the airport,
from the training ground to the hotel, and from
the Lions Den to the stadium, the Lions family
will be incredible to be a part of in 2021.
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EXPLORING THE

RAINBOW
NATION
Award-winning travel journalist Chris Leadbetter
gives us his in-depth view of travel in South Africa.

Kruger
National
Park

Pillanesburg
SUN CITY

Mbombela
PRETORIA

JOHANNESBURG

DURBAN

Chris Leadbeater is an award-winning travel
journalist who has written for publications
including the Telegraph, the Independent and National
Geographic Traveller across the course of almost
20 years.

WINELANDS

CAPE TOWN
Garden Route

While the result of the 2019 Rugby World
Cup Final produced a range of mixed emotions
across the British Isles, there is one thing on
which lovers of rugby can agree – that the home
of the now three-time World Champions is also
a world-class destination befitting the team’s
elevated status. Quite simply, South Africa is a
place which demands to be explored. And while
eyes will mainly be focused on the pitch when
the British & Irish Lions Tour rumbles across
the landscape in 2021 (July 3-August 7), the
majority of the travellers who fly down to watch
the action will also want to see plenty of the
country around them.
Happily, they will find that there is an
enormous amount to see. Cape Town (where
the Second Test will be staged on July 31)
will – naturally – be towards the top of most
visitors’ “must-experience” lists. And with good
reason. South Africa’s most famous dot on the
map is one of the planet’s most photogenic
cities – easily the equal of Paris, Rio de Janeiro
and Hong Kong in the splendour of its skyline.
Table Mountain, the magnificent flat-topped
backdrop to the scene, is the star of this show,
but there is a widespread beauty to the way
Cape Town slopes down to the shoreline –
whether amid the shops and restaurants of the
revitalised Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, or on
the beach at Camps Bay.
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PORT ELIZABETH

Of course, there is far more to South Africa
than its most celebrated metropolis. Each of the
country’s major cities is deserving of tourists’
attention. Johannesburg (which will host the
First and Third Tests on July 24 and August
7 respectively) is an urban colossus, and is no
longer a place to prompt the safety concerns
of perhaps 30 years ago. It dissects the fear
and darkness of South Africa’s segregated
20th century in the exhibits of the Apartheid
Museum, but it also stands as remarkable
destination in the 21st, with first-rate shops,
a busy bar scene and – in the case of the
50-storey Carlton Centre – spectacular views
from the “Top Of Africa” observation deck. You
can’t see quite as far as Pretoria, but the national
capital is just a 35-mile drive north and is also
well worth visiting. The Lions will certainly be
there – on July 17, for a collision with Super
Rugby side the Vodacom Bulls.
One thing that neither “Jo’burg” nor
Pretoria can offer is seafront. But there is
adequate compensation on this score in Port
Elizabeth, where the Indian Ocean nuzzles the
likes of Hobie, Humewood and Kings Beaches.
The Lions will set up camp here on July 7 for
a warm-up showdown against a South Africa
“Invitational” XV, at the Nelson Mandela
Bay Stadium. And there will be a similar
combination of scrums and sand in Durban on

July 10, when Warren Gatland’s men face fierce
opposition in local outfit the Cell C Sharks, at
the Jonsson Kings Park Stadium. While this
is likely to be a stern test, there will be a time
and a place for relaxation after the whistle. The
most popular section of the city’s shoreline is
known (aptly) as the “Golden Mile”. Travellers
of a more energetic disposition can take to the
water here to try what are considered some of
the best surfing conditions in Africa.
Crucially, there is also a South Africa to
enjoy outside its big conurbations. Mbombela,
formally Nelspruit, the capital of Mpumalanga
province, will also witness a Lions fixture
(against South Africa “A” on July 14). But the
city is perhaps best known for being a gateway
to Kruger National Park, the giant enclave
of snarling, roaring animals in the north-east
corner of the country, where visitors can
barely fail to spot each of the “Big Five” (Cape
buffalo, lion, leopard, African elephant, black
rhinoceros). If this is not enough, there are
adventures of a more placid nature to be found
in the winelands of Stellenbosch, or along the
south-west coast, where the Garden Route is
surely the continent’s greatest road trip, while
down-time awaits in Sun City, the celebrated
casino-resort in North West Province.
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CAPE TOWN

It is no exaggeration to say that, when it comes to first impressions and
visual wow-factor, Cape Town can compete with any city on the planet.
Rio de Janeiro? Absolutely. San Francisco? Indeed. Sydney?
That too. With the Atlantic sparkling on two sides, and Table Mountain
performing a grand rearguard action on a third, here is a metropolis
which catches the eye as soon as you arrive.

IN A NUTSHELL:

South Africa’s most famous (and most
photogenic) city.
Cape Town may not be South Africa’s
administrative capital (that’s Pretoria), or its
biggest urban area (Johannesburg, by quite a
way), but it makes an impact on visitors that
lingers long after the flight home has landed.
The city will stage one of the three Tests
on the 2021 British & Irish Lions Tour (plus
a warm-up fixture against local side the DHL
Stormers) – it will also be the corner of South
Africa that travelling supporters are most intent
on seeing. And they will certainly see a lot of it if
they clamber up its most obvious landmark. At
1,084m (3,461ft) high, Table Mountain is hardly
a small hill. But its flat summit is easier to reach
than it appears – either via the various trails
which wind up through what is a national park
(the hike takes about two hours at a reasonable
pace), or, simpler still, on the cable car that
conveys tourists to the top in five minutes –
without any expense in sweat or shoe leather.
Apart from on days when the clouds have
rolled in low, the view from the summit takes in
Robben Island, which lies seven miles north of
the city in Table Bay. This wild outcrop was, of
course, Nelson Mandela’s prison for 18 of the
27 years he was incarcerated by South Africa’s

former Apartheid regime. Its eerie jail is now
preserved as a UNESCO-listed historic site
– and can be glimpsed via half-day trips which
include two half-hour boat rides. Ferries cast off
from the city’s main harbour area, the Victoria
& Alfred Waterfront.
If Robben Island is eternally tied to a darker
time in Cape Town’s past, the V&A is part of
a rather brighter present. Heavily redeveloped
in the last 20 years, it is now one of the liveliest
areas of the city – a complex of over 450 shops,
cafes and restaurants, awash with locals and
visitors alike. Happily, it is also still a functioning harbour. Fishing boats and container ships
still moor up on its dockside as Capetonians go
about their weekends.
But then, Cape Town is a city where you can
fall into step with local life with ease – whether
amid the many paintings of the South African
National Gallery on Government Street, or in
the cool bars lined up along Longmarket and
Shortmarket Streets. And if any of this sounds
too busy, you can always escape to the beach –
the soft sands of Camps Bay, on the west flank
of the conurbation, are a mere 20-minute,
five-mile taxi ride away.

DON’T MISS:

Table Mountain, Robben Island, the
Victoria & Alfred Waterfront.

RELATED LIONS MATCHES:

DHL Stormers (July 3 2021); Second
Test (July 31 2021).
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JOHANNESBURG

While it will surely be Cape Town and its mountainous
backdrop which most captures visitors’ imaginations as the
2021 British & Irish Lions Tour rolls across South Africa, it will
be Johannesburg where most of the key sporting action takes
place. The country’s largest city – home to a population of nine
million people – will stage two of the three Tests against the
World Champions.

IN A NUTSHELL:

South Africa’s biggest city – and the
centre point of the 2021 Lions Tour.
The First Test will scrum down at the First
National Bank Stadium – the football arena, on
the outskirts of Soweto, affectionately known as
“The Calabash”; the Third and concluding Test
will see battle-lines drawn at Emirates Airline
Park, the spiritual home of South African rugby,
where the Springboks triumphed on home soil
at the 1995 World Cup. Lions fans will hope
that the latter match will be the scene of a
Series-clinching victory – if Cape Town hasn’t
already had this honour in the Second Test.
The upshot, of course, is that travelling
supporters will spend a good deal of time in
this giant metropolis – a happy consequence,
as Johannesburg provides a snapshot of
South African life that is arguably unrivalled
elsewhere. Admittedly, it does not always do
so through the brightest of lens. Opened in
2001, the Apartheid Museum gazes back at
the system of racial segregation which held
the country in its grip during the second half
of the 20th century. Obviously, this makes for
uncomfortable viewing, but the museum is as
essential and unmissable a part of the “Jo’burg”
experience as a visit to Soweto – the township
on the south-west side of the conurbation,
where the little house on Vilakazi Street where

Nelson Mandela lived from 1946 to 1962 is
open to the public as a museum.
That said, there is a lot more to Johannesburg than the most notorious chapter
in South Africa’s past. The South African
National Museum of Military History analyses
conflicts as varied as the Boer War and the
Second World War. Johannesburg Art Gallery
is the largest such museum on the continent,
packed with works by African and European
artists. And the Origins Centre pulls the South
African story back far beyond the last 100 years,
displaying examples of rock art that shine a light
on humankind’s earliest footsteps.
Outside the museums, you can indulge your
shopping urges in the malls of Rosebank and
Sandton, while there are excellent restaurants
in Parkhurst and Parkview – and there is a
lively bar scene on Seventh Street in Melville.
And if you want to peer down at all of it from
an elevated perspective, a ride to the roof of
the Carlton Centre is a must. This 50-storey
behemoth of a building rises to a height of 223m
(732ft) in the Central Business District (CBD).
Its uppermost floor, marketed as the “Top Of
Africa”, deals in epic views.

DON’T MISS:

The Apartheid Museum, Soweto, the
Carlton Centre.

RELATED LIONS MATCHES:

First Test (July 24 2021); Third Test
(August 7 2021).
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KRUGER
NATIONAL
PARK

It is difficult, when you first drive through one of its nine gates, to have
an immediate appreciation of just how large Kruger National Park is.
Pinned into the north-east corner of South Africa (so closely that it rubs
shoulders with Mozambique, and the adjacent wildlife zone of Limpopo
National Park, over the border), this vast expanse of grassland and
savannah is all but a country within a country.

IN A NUTSHELL:

South Africa’s oldest and most famous
national park, alive with wildlife.
In fact, if it were a country, it would rank as the
151st biggest on the planet – its 7,523 square
miles making it just smaller than Slovenia,
but bigger than each of Fiji, Kuwait and
Montenegro. It is also bigger than Eswatini
(the former Swaziland) – the country that sits
(almost) on its southern boundary.
But this does not mean that it is impossible
to get a taste of Kruger in a couple of days.
True, it would take a week, maybe a fortnight,
to explore it fully – but you can still take its
temperature in a visit of just 24 or 48 hours.
This is because – as home to a wealth of animals
of various spots, stripes and shapes – the park
offers a constant swirl of wildlife encounters.
Even the shortest of game drives is a certain
feast for the camera. If you want to see (as the
old saying goes) “nature red in tooth and claw”,
Kruger will not disappoint.
For many visitors, this means the “Big
Five” – the quintet of key beasts that crops up
on so many travel bucket lists. Kruger has them
all – some 2,000 lions, more than 500 black
rhinoceros, around 17,000 elephants, close to
40,000 cape buffalo, somewhere near 1,000
leopards. The latter tend to be hardest to see,
as they hunt at night, spending the daytime

sleeping off their endeavours and dinners on
the high branches of trees. But even so, you can
expect to catch a glimpse during a sunset drive
– and guides are trained to spot them.
Of course, there is more to Kruger’s wildlife
line-up than the Big Five. Other significant
residents of the park include zebras, impalas,
giraffes, warthogs and antelopes. Cheetahs – a
glorious sight when they are running at full
pace – sprint across clearings hard on the tail
of their prey. Hyenas stalk in once the kill
is made, determined to plunder the carcass.
Some predators are less obvious in their
hunter-gathering tactics – kudu dip their heads
warily when they go to take a drink on the
bank of the Crocodile River (which forms the
southern boundary of the park) – for reasons
that should be wholly obvious from the name.
Other creatures are more elusive still. You may
be fortunate enough to see the African wild
dog – a scruffy species that, although sadly
endangered, is present at Kruger.
But whatever you see, the Kruger experience
is much the same as day’s end nears – a drink
clutched in your hand as the sunset bathes the
park in a soft glow. A kind of magic.

DON’T MISS:

The Big Five. Although you can hardly
fail to spot them.

RELATED LIONS MATCHES:

South Africa “A” (Mbombela; July 14
2021)
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LIONS!
LIONS!
Despite being the youngest member of the
2017 touring party, Maro Itoje fully embraced
Lions culture on and off the field. He told us his
memories of being inspired by the Lions and
what it means to him to now be amongst that
very special group of players to have worn the
famous red jersey,
“One of the most memorable times when
I was captivated as a rugby fan was the 2009
Lions Tour. I just thought it was amazing how
the four nations came together, the amount of
desire the players had and the passion that they
showed on the pitch. Seeing Ugo Monye score
that try, celebrating with his arms wide open was
such a special moment for me. Since then the
Lions has held a very special place in my heart.”
To hear Maro referring to his Lions
memories as a young player and then see him
take to the field in New Zealand is inspiring
to any young rugby fan. It is clear that he
appreciates what an honour it is to represent
the Lions and the responsibility that comes with
that honour,
“There’s so much history embedded within
the Lions jersey; you’re representing so many
people. I thought that I had a lot of support
when I played for England, and you genuinely
do, but the intensity of the support you have
when you play for the Lions is like nothing I’ve
ever seen before. People go crazy for it and it’s a
special experience.
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“It means a lot that so many people make
the sacrifice to come and see us play. They care
about what we do, the jersey and the history
behind the Lions, so to have the support of all
those people is truly phenomenal.”
Maro described the support of the tens
of thousands of Lions fans as “instrumental”
in giving the players “an extra arm and a leg
and extra motivation when times are tough in
the game”.

THE INTENSITY OF THE SUPPORT
YOU HAVE WHEN YOU PLAY FOR
THE LIONS IS LIKE NOTHING I’VE
EVER SEEN BEFORE.
For any rugby fan who joined in with the
“Oh Maro Itoje” chants back in 2017 (and I’m
sure that’s the majority of us), you’ll be glad
to learn that the passion in that support made
a significant impact on Maro and the other
players’ Lions experience,
“For the First Test we had a corner of the
hotel cornered off for us, and there was a part
of it which you had to walk from the lift to our
private section of the hotel, and I remember a
day or two before the test the whole hotel was
filled with Lions fans like you couldn’t have

imagined. I remember coming out of the lift
and you could just hear, ‘Lions! Lions!’ and you
could see a Sea of Red just in front of you.
“You would go out for a coffee and look out
to the street and it was as if the Lions supporters had completely dominated the city. The
support that I experienced during the Lions
Tour was second to none. It was like nothing I
have ever experienced before.”
That was New Zealand. Next time around
the players will need the Sea of Red more than
ever and the South Africa 2021 Tour is the
chance for every Lions fan to play their part in
showing the rugby world that the Lions mean
business.

I REMEMBER COMING OUT OF THE
LIFT AND YOU COULD JUST HEAR,
‘LIONS! LIONS!’ AND YOU COULD
SEE A SEA OF RED JUST IN FRONT
OF YOU.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT THIS BROCHURE
This brochure was published in
August 2020. The content and
packages contained within this
brochure are correct at time of
publication, however they are subject
to change and any booking with us
is subject to our Package Terms and
Conditions.
For the latest information on our
packages, please see our website or
call one of our team. Should you
require this brochure in a different
format or in a larger font please
contact us by email at
marketing@lionstour.com
or call +44 (0)344 788 4070.
ABTA (Non-Flight packages)
We are a Member of ABTA,
membership number V4759. We
provide full financial protection for
our package holidays by way of a
bond held by ABTA. In the event of
our insolvency ABTA may arrange
for the services you have bought to
continue, or for a suitable alternative
to be provided at the same cost
as your original booking. In some
cases where the services will not
be provided, you will be entitled to
make a claim under ABTA’s Scheme
of Protection (or your payment card
issuer where applicable) for a refund
of the monies you have paid.
ATOL (Flight-inclusive packages)
Through our ATOL membership
with the Civil Aviation Authority
(number 3030), we provide security
for the monies that you pay for the
package holidays booked from us and
for your repatriation in the event of
our insolvency.
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When you buy an ATOL protected
air holiday package and/or flights
from us you will receive an ATOL
Certificate. This lists what is
financially protected, where you can
get information on what this means
for you and who to contact if things
go wrong.
If we, or the suppliers identified on
your ATOL Certificate, are unable
to provide the services listed (or a
suitable alternative) for reasons of
insolvency, an alternative ATOL
holder may provide you with the
services you have bought or a suitable
alternative (at no extra cost to you).
In some cases it will not be possible
to appoint an alternative ATOL
holder, in which case you will be
entitled to make a claim under the
ATOL scheme (or your credit card
issuer where applicable). If we are
unable to provide the services listed
(or a suitable alternative) for reasons
of insolvency, the Trustees of the Air
Travel Trust may make a payment to
(or confer a benefit on) you under
the ATOL scheme.
MORE INFORMATION
For more information on these
schemes please see the Package Terms
& Conditions on our website.
For the latest travel advice from the
Foreign & Commonwealth Office
including updates on Covid-19,
security and local laws, plus passport
and visa information, visit
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice.
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TOUR WITH US.
THE LIONS.
lionsrugby.com/tours

Lions Rugby Travel is The British & Irish Lions
own travel company and is a trading name
of Mike Burton Travel Ltd. VAT Reg No.
576295400. Registered in England No. 02616655.
Registered office: Carter Court, 8 Davy Way,
Quedgeley, Gloucester, GL 2, 2DE, England.
Paper 100% responsibly sourced from FSC
forests. Printed using vegetable inks.
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